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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97, Applicant hereby calls the 
Examiner's attention to the documents listed on the attached 
form, which the documents may be material to the examination of 
this application. All of the references cited with this 
Information Disclosure Statement are U.S. patents or U.S. patent 
application publications with the exception of three non-U. S. 
references. It is believed that copies of U.S. patents and U.S. 
patent application publications are not required to be submitted 
with the Information Disclosure Statement of the present 
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application pursuant to 37 C.F.R §1.98. However, should the 
Examiner require copies of these references, Applicant will 
provide them upon request. Copies of the non-U. S. documents are 
enclosed and the English translations of the two Japanese 
patents are being submitted herewith. 

No inference should be drawn that any apparatus or method 
disclosed is equivalent to the subject invention. Also, the 
citation of the above-discussed documents is not to be construed 
as an assertion that more pertinent art could not possibly be in 
existence. Citation of the documents herein is not to be 
construed as an admission that any subject matter disclosed in 
the documents is necessarily within the inventive field of 
endeavor, that any disclosure is necessarily prior in time to a 
particular date which may be relevant to the instant patent 
application and/or that any disclosure is otherwise necessarily 
prior art with respect to the instant invention. 

Applicant also respectfully reserves the right to later set 
forth how the instant invention is distinguished over the 
disclosure of any document or other art, including the 
disclosure of the documents discussed herein, that may be cited 
by the Examiner in rejecting a claim in the present patent 
application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted 
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after the first Office Action and before the Notice of 
Allowance. Accordingly, the required fee under 1.17 (p) of 
$180.00 is enclosed. Should an additional fee be required, 
authorization is hereby given to charge Deposit Account 50-1039 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: September 14, 2005 



bv: /fjtii/j/. MM/rn 

Gary/W. McFarron 

Reg/ No. 27,357 

COOK, ALEX, MC FARRON, MANZO, 

CUMMINGS & MEHLER, LTD. 
200 W. Adams St., Ste. 2850 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Phone: (312) 236-8500 
Fax: (312) 236-8176 
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English language Translation is attached. 
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